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tamarindus Tourn. ex Linn*
Species 1.—Perhaps a native of tropical Afiica; now planted
throughout the tropics.
T. indica Linn, is used medicinally wherever it is found
growing.
official:—The pulpy portion of the fruit of T. indica Linn.
(Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain, Holland,
Hungary, Italy, Japan, Norway, Russia, Switzerland, Turkey)=7.
officinahs Hook. (Portugal), and T. occidentahs Gaertn. (Portugal).
1. Tamarindus indica Linn. Sp. PL (1753) 34.—
plate 361.
A large tiee 12-18 m. high; branches spreading, glabrous.
Leaves 5-12.5 cm. long; rhachis slender, channelled; stipules linear,
caducous. Leaflets subsessile, 10-20 pairs, tolerably closely set on
the rhachis, 8-30 by 5-8 mm., oblong, obtuse, glabious, reticulately
veined. Flowers in lax few-flowered racemes at the ends of the
branchlets; pedicels 6-10 mm. long, slender, articulated below the
calyx, glabrou^; bracts concave, 6-8 mm. long, enclosing the buds,
caducous; bracteoles small. Calyx 1.3 cm. long; tube narrowly
turbmate, 4 mm. lung; segments 8 mm. long, subequal, oblong, some-
what oblique, obtuse or subacute. Petals 3 (an upper and 2 lateral),
1 cm. long, subequal, obovate-oblong, yellowish with pink stripes.
Stamens 3 fertile, connate nearly half their length; filaments pubescent
at the base; anthers oblong. Ovary stalked; ovules 8-12 or more;
style pubescent, equalling the stamens. Pods 7.5-20 cm. long by
2.5 cm. broad and about 1 cm. thick, slightly curved, subcompressed,
scurfy. Seeds 3-12, obovate-oblong, truncate at the ends, 1.6 by 0,8
cm., compressed with a shallow oblong pit on each of the flat faces,
smooth, brown, shining.
The bark is used topically for loss of sensation in paralysis;
the ash is given for urinary discharges and gonorrhoea. The leaves
are applied to reduce inflammatory swellings, tumours, ringworm;
useful in diseases of the blood, smallpox, ophthalmia and other eye
diseases, earache, snake bite.—The flowers are acrid, sweet, sour,
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